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Historical story on natural medicinal chemistry: the 60 years history of
metformin, a classical antidiabetic drug originated from Galega officinalis
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Abstract: Metformin, a natural product derivative originated from a herbal medicine named Galega officinalis, is
a first-line drug for treatment of type 2 diabetes. It has been used for over 60 years and many effects beyond
hypoglycemic of metformin have been discovered. This paper reviewed the study and development on metformin.
This is one of the series papers about historical story on natural medicinal chemistry.
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g, Zpl HHER, HFEHECDL SEED. BNERYS, XERRLGYI RIS
M NEAE et 1 HOR DTk, H BRI a7 NI S R R s KX R AT
S5 BUE MBI R W 2T K BT BLe —, SRR MHAT AT AL, AT DU 2
BAE VI RIVERRERE RS E PSS I VE TR R N BhAs, ] DR m AR N2 RiE 1t S5 1k
FEVE, JRRRARNAREE I, R WIVE NP & BT . 2540 & A A 25 i
PR TR A R,

“HXUAL (dimethylbiguanide, metformin) & —FRIAIATEMEY), HRIHIT 2
HUBEIRI (Type 2 diabetes mellitus, T2DM) FIZEEREZGY), HRIIEE AMINEL LFGE
KRR G KR R R . B 1957 ETifE, RIS HE 60 45, 251N
—RAMIENRIRT AL, T ELI 2 PR B SME AN T RIS . M —Fh T, %2
ALY, WX ZA G BT B2 TAEFE MR KA, JH53) 7 Eoki 2
(R ED s AR SR [ R UK R I RE A B R 2 T M S 0 (R 2 T A3 DA
JE .

1 MLLET 2 = FHRAL

AR AL B R IE TR 2 oNIL RS (Galega officinalisLinn., & 1) 1Y), &
JR 7 T W S PG e 5 AR AL B, AL e Am A, SRR 1L 32545 (Goat’s rue)
EE%T A (French lilac). FHHEA 45 5 (Spanish sainfoin). = KFI3CHl (Italian fitch) %5
U1, ZE 2R, AT EL2Ks L2 R R N B2 TR 2 JR, X I R
HILARERZ —, EBEPOl PR S AT E ALY WS NRI T 4 Galega
officinalis —i7H, Galega /&7 [IE1E gala- (§3) Flega (52 A, officinalis fEHL T i
NG “LEREEREET. “25H [

I

HzNTHW
NH

galegine

E1 WL¥T5L¥TH
Fig. 1 Galega officinalis and galegine
17 e, FEEMY¥ K. EIf Nicholas Culpeper (1616-1654) 47 1L & A HUbE R %
[Th, ARSI T o B 2 TR DI e B 19 b, 12 T A A
SINER, HR AURPR I e x4 B A RN ENE, HERWEO, BRI sI N3 E= (5
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I 4T H) (Federal Noxious Weed List), [FJHT 1l 2 Gk AR A7 7 f 0. 73—
B, MIERBLLEE R EH KEMSSMLEY) (guanidines), X2 —2%& 3 AN N 7. Bk
PRI NG T . BB SREe, RHE R RIS 5 BAT & I 22 (hypoglycemic
effect), X—AREE 1918 FRE", (Hbr TR SRR, PRE BRI
2R G AR &, B o

1914 4, JEER}£5K Georges Tanret B 56 A L 2 Fl 7 A 2 EUAF 21111 2 TGk (galegine),
FA R —EWIHEAT T AET A 1923 SEBEE % T B George Barger fll Frank David
White i 5E T 1L 2E ERE 450 (& 1) PV 1925 48, f#[E R} 5 Ernst Spith 5 Wolfgang
Spitzy SER T LIS EHRIILEE G K 1927 48, Georges Tanret 4k45%T 1L S BRGEAT T 2538
WFIC, TESCBeahY) (o5 R B bl SR B Hh R A A0 e X ' P A0 ™ B 24k S 7
A4, 18 ERFA5 Helmut Miiller A1 Helmuth Reinwein &3 T 1L 2£ G A I RS2 5645 3,
= SR BB L 2 R 2 T LR ARG, R OE R U R SR TS, T B SR A I
AR SE N R, R, VP2 S X oo L 2 S 25 ST TR 5%,
WG 7 — st . (HR SR E, B 3 SR YT R0 0 22 e 1t DL S AR R B TR) e, R A1)
T IX - RARFE P WIAE R PRI TR TT Hh (R S

TEIX I, BEEFATE BB F 2 IZEATAY, DU MR 15 31 22 A4 3R Ia 7 i IR v 24
Mo 1926 4, Frank 25 \RIE 7 —FI XN (diguanides) 16 & #——+ % XU (decamethylene
diguanide, B 2) [REIUBEEYESY, F4EMEER (Schering) AR LTy, w4
4 Synthalin A. 9 T BRI EENE, S8R A ] 155 — 7 i+ — 5 WU (dodecamethylene diguanide,
B 2) MRk ttt, P40y Synthalin B, ESRVEME S 2 MG T, (H2 KA IEARIA
RTINS 8 . R, Synthalin A B3 1930 SEA0) A 3B HIGR N, 1
Synthalin B 7548 ¥ (45 U — ELRRSEE] T 1940 4EACHI,

P
T

H
HoN N N NG N
\ﬂ/ N~ “NH,
H
NH
Synthelin A

NSNS NN,
A Synthelin B \[l\]l;
B2 TS+ AR S
Fig. 2 The structures of Synthalin A and Synthalin B
THXUICHEAE T 1922 4, 2 /R 26225 Emil Alphonse Werner Al James Bell B 5G] 4 £3
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BT EW (E 3 B, MBS ier 7 S, = P IE )
Ptk A IR R R, (HR M AR B AT ARSI T, Sk, B KR
FER TGP, R AT E PRI A R 29, AT — BE D i {8 1 & 3O A R A 4
BEPRIT, FEIXREMIE LT, — FOOUNCRIE A AT A2 SRR AEAS B0 708 2 05 (1 A

2 —HNAMAAR S

ZHOOUNCE 3 AATTARET I, CL 3G 2% T 20 SRR IR . 1949 4, FEIEERE Eusebio Y
Garcia Wy — FXUICR A HUEGL S0 JUER 5B, LM, JREHH TR,
[F] B B L A A ARG A U FLR SR e AN RS

FLIEAE — HOXUNER AT B AR SC B A 24 J& vk [ B PR F 2K Jean Sterne (1909-1997, K]
30 A AR SR I WS L e S BRI AE T, 1956 ETEILEBEZ A A Aron
Laboratories 5 Laennec %P5t (Hopital Laennec) fH:HR S St XU 2547 BibiE Th ok AT 7 WF ¢,
1957 4 Jean Sterne & F M 7045 R, B IL I AR SLIUESE 1 F UM A B4 R Th k. AibAy
“ U4 “Glucophage”, A “MEI & HE# (glucose eater)”, HISCIEAE “AfEil”,
AT 24 o X — SRR RS E T B2 AR 50, R = ORI AR 1E A e B 3 B AR
ZAEEE LT TIRY7 T2DM, 1958 45— HUOUIZE 3¢ (B SR A48 Attt 1972 4 SURINTE
L B,

NH NH

<AL AN

N N NH
H 2

metformin
&3 Jean Sterne 5 —EHXUAN
Fig.3 Jean Sterne and metformin

SRR, A ANERIUICR 29 I F e B Y. RRELE 1957 4F, RE4EERAF (US
Vitamin Corporation) [fJ Ungar. Freedman 5 Shapiro K I T 7K Z WK (phenformin, & 4),
L i B AR A R SE B 4 A BB Y, Mehnert 5 Seitz Xt T WK (buformin, P
4 MEFFSERNT 1958 FIERKERY . EEKE-FHE (Ciba-Geigy) 2 ARPUK 23
IHE Eids, @idh4oh DBL ifi T XU ERE [E s Th 17, R4 Silubine HIFKZM
A B ek SR Ao, DRI XUBE — I, AR ELZ N HOOU AR i AR 2R, 4 R £
Kk 1968 4, FEH KA BEIRIWHT FE 11K (University Group Diabetes Program, UGDP)

R FE S R, 2R ZOWUICRT 1 It MLE O BRI AER 1970 SRAUK Z0UIR -3 BAL IR IR
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BRI XU 22 B RN A ORI, HORRIESGERIR L, M 1973 45K 2 WK 8 E T 16080,
1976 -3 [E FDA X 7K ZXUAMFE B T, T 1977 4 IEVB SRR T, £ 1978 K
WAL EET . BT FERIEILEY), —HXUNHEAZ 3] 7 X N B s S S 1™ 5

=8

SO, PR T ARAEAL S 2 .

H H H H

[:j\/N N _NH;  ~_~_N.__N__NH
Y LA A
NH  NH NH NH

phenformin buformin

B4 FZWANS T AR L3254
Fig. 4 The structures of phenformin and buformin
2 NATT = HOUICE L R R AR 2 ] 0T 3X — 2P\ A i e 4 0 D& pER A B IR
U AT AR A . E4 K, JHIFEY: (evidence-based medicine) ML T4 A BT,
CIBAR I S OB TS5 I PR IR T 4 B 1 KR SRR , AU 1 e 74 %[5 1
U BRITiE2N S AR, AE ATxHm . 295 7 AR R T Far e s, &
SR UELS £ 20 el 90 AEARA IEApER Y, (HR— KR, KFEAR. 2D,
B AT HEL 0 K 2R I PR 9 3L S AE B AR gt D@ TR kAT T
— RN, PEUERE 75 e BB T IR SEER AT SR A AR B 2 —, s AERE BRI 5T
AU 44 ) [ BB R R 95 B 4T (United Kingdom Prospective Diabetes Study, UKPDS)”
THRICY, X IR SR 4k 2 Robert Turner 2% 5 Rury Holman #03% 155, M 1976 4£
Fehwit%E%, 11977 F£IERED), SHHEE 23 MEKRIR A 5102 4 T2DM B4 CREH R
et R F ANEC 3867) BEAT VAT, BEANIREE 1997 AN, JLERLE 20 4, 22
A 1B T B R — TR B SR 9T, R W BRI TR 7 I 90 T 28 N B 2 58 b — SR RIS ARy LR
1, 1998 4, UKPDS ‘B i R824 A a2 (it 7)) RRFEDY, Hdna@nd K
(I PR 5258 78 73 F 7€ T — FOBUNCRA B b ve 7 7 (RO U DR AR AR BE S . 3X
— R bt S L PR A R (9 v S A R PR Ok T R PR R, AESh R
MR Hyify7 T2DM 1—2625%) (8 5). 1994 4, 3&[H FDA #itift — FXUIUH 74877 T2DM,

1995 4E i [ I S50 35 52 /A 7] (Bristol-Myers Squibb Co.) A= IFa0#E 35 H 1.

1000
GLUCOPHACGE

E5 WminEm BNz
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Fig. 5 Glucophage (metformin) on market

3 —EANANHFEBE E RN E SRR R A

B AR AITRIF AT, FE U R MBS AL A A e 27, AR LA
AL PR 9 AR JUAN 7 TH

2 JE = R U % 300561 T JIE 9 54 (hepatic gluconeogenesis), /b AT H# . —F
AN = E 2 A WU 2 744358 1 1 (Organic cation transporter 1, OCT 1) iz HE N\ AT 400
FOSTL TR P9 IV L ERAR 4 2 45 (IR R TS AL B (10 (AMP-activated protein kinase,
AMPK) 73 AFiZE. Hrh AMPK JEK#T (AMPK-independent) HLEEJy: @i 2 A ey
W% 4 44K 1 (mitochondrial respiratory-chain complex 1), 8 ATP 7K~V [ 58 AMP 1
R ATP AR PR TR EE A R, AR AN I AMP AKOF T R AR S A S H
FBPase (fructose-1,6-bisphosphatase) &It F#AK, FEAMHI IR H R LEE (adenylate cyclase),
MRS IR TR (cyclic AMP,cAMP) TERL, BEARIA IR 1R -3 ¥ A (Protein Kinase A,
PKA) T MBE S5 dbah, = FOUITS b 2 44 H 3 B % 5 2085 (mitochondrial
glycerophosphate dehydrogenase, mGPD), 3414 P FIaR EARAS I BRARH v 1) 881 45 b
[f#E4E) . AMPK ##1 (AMPK-dependent) #LHA: AMP/ATP LB 2GS AMPK,
MTTABHI G AR, FFHR e 5 2 BUB Mt Ginsulin sensitivity, 18) MY, — FISUIAE AT HE
BEFEHLIE AT LA 6 B .

FE Wi — PO LA J0 5] 7 Bl 200 o 0 467 W P PR A, T i St it v g v L A% -1
(glucagon-likepeptide-1, GLP-1) 7KF7= LI ## (blood glucose, BG) 1EM™ Y, A7
TR BN ATEGE T IR A AMPK, 3t i KB P22 - T F - 2K E P 2T
JUFE A A R 52 o R4, TENTLPA S ST 55 A0 22, — PR OBUICRT 4% BRI 125 i R (free
fatty acid, FFA) 7K°F, 5 & 2 HURHES 1R O,

ORI, O T — HORUNRR PR LB (1 B B A 143 583, 3R GLP-1 HlLiil. — HIXX
WA 22 5 DA B 4 245k 8 5 24 R i ) 25 ) j 75— B R . 40k, B 22 T
4 R W FEOUUIC AT S8 S 8 4 B o A R R T,
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El6 —FXAMDSIATHER LIS FHLE

Fig.6 Molecular mechanisms of metformin-induced inhibition of hepatic glucose output

1996 4, 3 [ K W7 HT (National Institutes of Health, NIH) FFJ& 1 ¥ 5 Tl
11Xl (Diabetes Prevention Program, DPP), PAVPANASEFT% HE i} fE 5245 (impaired glucose
tolerance, IGT) HEJg’y T2DM 1540, DPP JLAESE 3234 ZEEE, BN =4, T
BEVT 2.8 S 2 1999 £ES53R, & H i A LB HOHE PRIpS HIT 93T FURE 7C .. 2002 S FR 95 70T T+
QIR ATE I FeaR Y, U SE IR T SO R = 2 R B 2 BB SRR AR
Fi o

2012 4, - HUWUNICYE 38 B R B2 (American Diabetes Association, ADA) 5 RR il
JRIFEHF 74> (European Association for the Study of Diabetes, EASD) L RKEEAHEI RN
JRIT T2DM M—Z&Eik2s™, HATE WM SE . BRA . iR IRE. BRgE
PRI B — 50 HIF, BREAZGIRIT AL, AT FRENRZE. K5I, GLP-1 A sh 5
BREHMBA LR, R A R R SRR OR i JEANE Sk Z 1%,
WIWTRIT R, KEHEF 2.

TEE AR 32 B0 R Fi pa rh 3 U BR AR AE SR SO BUGTEM 52, % T 188 il 21k
HIEH K T2DM E# W IRIT FFAE A e — XK, FRERE R, R SRS
TRITIT R R UG, IR T X — 2 SRR PRI T R G T B AR A O
7. 2017 4 FORUNCE- A 5% R P78 P 2y 2 B IR o i 254,

4 — AR AIBEAE AN

3% 2 A DA A/~ FEOSUNCIE A VF 2 FAh S S F) 24 B Y, F rhais A R 30 1 ko
ERRY R . T2DM 5.0 MV B2 ri AR KBS, 1 UKPDS B 5T A LA 10 SEHIBE
Vg AR, 5508 B 3 s IR O IR B WE 2 s Al iy 7 AR B, — TR XU A ¥ 7 4 K I O
R 1 A2 3R A5 HE T R W A5 o — P UL i % 3 e 7 2 3% g &% 227 32 Cimsulin resistance,
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IR), FERARIERHS G o e & 3K, ELEEE IR RE A AR S0 I (R 1R FE 00 LA F LA
WV D = MR S e S AR RS PERE U (nonalcoholic fatty liver
disease, NAFLD) '""&5.0 U B F KUK R K1, 5345 WF F0 3R W — FROUNIC AT DA B4 T
I P9 R A, BN B, A e i A AT 5K T A S B S 1 O O

AR AL IR R R — AN 48 B2 R R Fe RS . TR, BRI AT R 2
Fh R (A R Ko 2009 4F, — TG 62809 [l R I H 04T B [0 A S0 7 R
B, HORUNCIE YT 2R A BRSO R A LA A A 7EDEE, —I0UM 1993 FE4EZE 2001 4,
W R 314127 AR BT TE Bon, = FOUNGA 7 5 A A 26 RS T e LA A
PO AN T 45 AR AE A5 UE I — R UILEL AT BB TR v v e ST T BRI i
PRI LER 7051 W, SR B AR AU S S AMPK, M4 R F4m il e 4 K70
I 2k A E AR R L7 (oxidative phosphorylation, OXPHOS) 208U & 7 5 K T
ZFUNCE A A F SR TSR, AT T AU A R T4 (cancer
stem cells, CSCs) "o JTHI 2 5 SCRoxd — FROBUICE "™ *0 FEm ™ Aoz o™l g
g TV e RE AU B T AT T s

TEVRTT 2 BEUN LA 1E (polycystic ovarian syndrome, PCOS) J5ifi, — HI RN /& 4%
FHHRERER . PCOS 2 LA T I —KH NI, R R %22 PCOS KA —1
R AL, UM 48 o e £ 3R UM R S PCOS iR AR AR R AR, 2
W43 i%:4s (Endocrine Society) @ill, EAVETA T (—Lihyr) RIWEH £ AN H.
TCVE N B2 (LRIRIT) ITEBLTT, HOUIATE R PCOS &9 2 BB IR/ Mt 52 5+
H (T2DM/IGT) B Mihyr 29" . EANSH = FUIGIT PCOS B R4 8, &IE
GBI ] i AR AL TR X — i

T 53 3 e I RSG5 AR XU, Stk FCER R 4 ¥y A 2, e - F
SUICAE 2 41 SR R S BAI% (Alzheimer disease, AD) > “ILUR 7 1 PHAED 45 5%
MR RABEAE T — e R, HPEEEA R SR A YRR ST M 5 — M,

5 g

2017 AFIEAE W XU LT 60 4, JIAMIT “L 25”7, “EhriE (the Gold
Standard)” JXEEHEIR, SRR I 1) 1 ik B0 AT HOOUILIX — 25 R R e (L 7D
AR TAEE R EE S R,
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UKPDS(1977-1997)
WERER, BHAE
THAELE i
e o o =R 60
FHEE -l HEEANESE S
EETIHA HEARAET S
Nicholas Culpeper FEZF

BELEER
HuH A S
shitg 17tk 1914 1918
Georges Tanre RN A Jean Sterne DDP(1996-1999)# & = XA
#RBEUEER | | RAKOBEDR ] W R BT K&, LE=FAL ADA 5EASD#
5T = WA CLyoTHRAR RIS RESR
H ot B3 3% BT 2B R
I Lo §-E: T
A&, ZFR
% E ET
AF#HT2R
T
19584, 1912%
ZERMAEE
B, gkl

B 7 ZERALE % R R
Fig.7 The timeline of metformin’s development

TE4 5% (experience-based medicine) B, AMTMKIASEE A RIL T ILEE 25 H
D, B IERRIRAWN S S SR, 102 X — AR ) AR GRS, &
R4k & 1o e LS VE AR B S 159 31 1 ESE o BEOR T HORUNUAS & BLBIR T A AR LI K87
Y, ARRARBA AT RIR Pl 26 ST AR B 5 KW5CE, WTRest A 20 tHady)
IR AP Bt FE R, — FRORUNCVE A AT AR T )t B b J R 5 BTtk B B MR

FIRF=WIRIR) I SRR IR, HrhZails £ & it 5 2 R Z T RE, (RN AR R
PGSR, RARF=VIRME AR BRSO 2, ARG R i B4k, A5y
6], T — BRI R B S B . B SR A2 S T B BIR AR =T AL
E, R A FAR G R B, Ml 26 5 SOOI ORI A R A — MR A (O AIE

TE Z HSOUIRI R R 7 o -, I PRSI 56 (R 72 45 SR T B M 0. IE 2 1957 4F Jean
Sterne FJIE PR S5 45 SRR T — XN BT, X2 UGDP %I A 7t 45 JAE 52 3 1 XU
FRAYIAS RS N ARE I S, T e 2458 — HOOUIAS 21015 7€ 1 2 UKPDS F R & Il R S5 45
X6 o % [ BURFAH OGS T T SR I TA) . RREA IR IRAIT AT, 2 5 2 N B0 i B & B E B B
BRI SR =, LB RUR 2 — R L T U B 22 4 R 2590453 2 B AE AT .

HAr, HEA%EE RS AR5 R F R B NI RS (precision
medicine)” W, X —HRHR G N, XTI R RS S IA B T —ANET 2
OISk, T T XU HEAL VAT ROBT T B T BERE, SEE RS K% (University
of Dundee) IR 7t FH AL i 4 S R4 AL 44 R34 (genome-wide complex trait analysis,
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GCTA) 7 i3 F WY N A 36 — R SO P L J5 82 A7 76 ) g A 1T i AT A 573 — WF 72 2 WA
SLC2A2 J2& — FUXUNN B (¥ R FE K], X — 45 S MR8 AL bR il 0 SEBURS VR 7 A B b, 45
NATTRERE R SR 7 vk s 11

B 2 RN HIBIE 55X, UHR R S0 F AW Mg & Hm g%, &
HITEFERIAREATRIE L EMAMRE. —HRIMER 228 5maY, 2
2 B FECH4E, G F IS YL R R VEAD, JRYT 1 I SE AR RIZHTRN, 2
ST 23 FE AL PE AN WA A IR 95 o AR E AR — HORUNORE A i i A\ SRS e e gl 4k 2 ¢
H EH R

AX A mE ARARGHF LE) ZILFZ— LFPIIRNET LK, 5 EA
R M, e RAEE R R RS Bt

SE
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