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Historical story on natural medicinal chemistry: Rapamycin
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Abstract: The study on natural product chemistry plays an important role in drug development and microbe is one of the main
sources of new drugs. Rapamycin is isolated from the bacterium ensconced in a sample of Easter Island’s soil, the compound has
led to several approved immunosuppressant and anticancer drugs. The researchers studying on the target of rapamycin have got the
“Nobel-class” achievements. In this paper, the discovery and study on rapamycin is summarized to provide the references for
future related research.
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MANFAILFE RS, BAAERKBE S, JORIEFEE . M3RZ, AU 80 2 1 5 X DU
g2, Byl BAPUREAE ST E R EEA R a7
FHMAEEZ (rapamycin, rapamune, K1) X AVEF5LHE] (sirolimus), MEEH EHFE NI MBI A9,
SR T RAFAE T2 55 _ B — R4 Streptomyces hygroscopicus, JEfE 2 (streptomycin)  SIERA 4
Streptomyces griseus [{IIE3%, HEH)® Streptomyces H74: T 2 AMERIZSH. 1999 4E 9 A, FEEEFHZM
EHLJR (US Food and Drug Administration, FDA) itk B iHEE 2 E N da e il T S Rty tHERI6I7
P i 4408 Rapamune. 2015 4 5 H FDA it iF % R AE N AULZG T i6 07 5 Il B0k B2 LR
(lymphangioleiomyomatosis, LAM), X258 — ANttt FH T1X R WIRNZGY). 2016 45 7 HEELEES
TAEFIA A& (Chemical & Engineering News) EEITHIRIE 1iX/M&258 (K 2) P, 2016 459 A 21
Hiz#xi%i%E (Thomson Reuters) 5 Tl & 30 75 A5 3 AF FHAE MR FHALHI D 3 RLA= M40 5 FT RESRTS
2016 U DURMLAAR. BRI 3 MR AZIAH ST 2016 Sk DURSZ, (EARAT TG 5 0 8 2 A TT Ak
BOCE K T R IR AR 2R 5 B TR AR ) 22 K Georges L. Nogrady (1919—2013, K13) 5
fb2£5% Surendra N. Sehgal (1932—2003, K 3) ftHcidtt:, ACHERMEREATHRENH, Pt

LK 2 hrfi LIRS

FEIEE (rapamycin)

Bl BRERNULFLEH

Fig. 1 Chemical structure of rapamycin

B2 2016 & 7 AXEXFESTIEMEREHE
Fig. 2 Cover of Chemical & Engineering News, July 18, 2016

1 BREBRNXASHEL

2/12



KRBT K& FMEE

TE IR 51T AL TR R B, AR 117 “FOr A B, RAGL =1, t 3 #Kil
A, PR ERITKIRZ) 2 000 Z A, B NSHRBARINE. 2 E R % B P E Rapa Nui 54
Te Pito te Henua (E28 “HA ). & EEEHE 1000 RAEHAAEAB “BEZR (moa)”, EIGHE
PRl 44 T, T E SRS EEERE T REEANAR (E D).

[®] 3 Stanley C. Skoryna EE4 . Georges L. Négrad #1 Surendra N. Sehgal 1+ (WNEZEH)

Fig. 3 Dr. Stanley C. Skoryna, Georges L. Négrad and Dr. Surendra N. Sehgal (from left to right)

E4 SFMBRXRFAMEVIREANRENEFTTE (A) SERERLMNL2HE (B)
Fig.4 Easter Island (A) and a plaque (B) on island commemorates discovery of rapamycin
1964 £ [F fr A= 2127 (World Health Organization) FlTjIEE kK25 242> (the Medical Research Council of

Canada) HZP—NHZZEH /R KRS (McGill University) #MekEE4E Stanley C. Skoryna (1920—2003, K
3) A HH R AR FIRL SR A R 40 R ANFFEFE SARIIEA (Medical Expedition to Easter Island, METED
Fe % K HEZE HMCS Cape Scott 5T 1964 4F 11 H 16 H M EHEAET 15 (Halifax) H & F5 A FRER)
ST SR 7O 4 DA REAESE, BIERAAT H KR & B R A RIS . AR A
PR, FERIE AT, Sk B NS KSR RIR K2 (Université de Montreal) FIA: 424 5% Georges L.
Nograd H1 57T RALAEY) AR bR A . ARy B JE IS BT X, XA R 2 W AEA S UL s Ty
KA, ABRAERNE T B EAML G L E AL, M H A E RN RE, M2 R ORI 042 ik it £ X £
THIHLE . A TR IERE, Georges L. Nograd METETT 5 EREET 60 &t HIEFEREHTHER,
HAAE — 00 b ORI T RS A, BE S A AT L T B AR, R AR AR 4 T AL T SR RERR I
Ayerst HllZ5 ARG IILE DT T TR 2 J5, 4 H4I#E Ayerst ] TAE[) Surendra N.
Sehgal LRI 7RI R
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Surendra N. Sehgal H A= 7 LI — > 441 Khushab (/8 B, B L2096 J5 28 5T A3 B RS B B
1957 AT~ [ FR A5 18 - 507 5 5 A8 42 K/ 1 12 /5 (National Research Council of Canada, Ottawa), 1959
SENIN Ayerst-McKenna-Harrison B 78 Fr (A ¥ 7 %= (Claude Vézina 1B M FRAEYI R IR =
VI 9E. 1972 4 Sehgal 7517 5 e FF i 40T Streptomyces hygroscopicus A4 B 43 B H —F
IR, R REF IR AE T, 7 A& R B, Sehgal B4 7 6k 535 45 5 MOFR 1 “ Rapa
Nui”, KEIX P iy 44 4 rapamycin (TR IA%E 2. Sehgal 375 1 2 22 FF 57 12% 31 55 EJ@E W 72 BT (National
Cancer Institute), % IS SR B A R EFIOMBIE AT, SR, HInE R0tk Eas B X 4
LATHHER B T e,

EZ T Ayerst 23wl NAMFIRRIEERL, XT3 008 R 0T SUR A T 29T R BT RN BEAT
R 1983 4R R KA T TESEARFFI/R IR FORT, R340 100 N GO R 1) 1 BB vE I MR i, SR A5
R FL S TR I —FE bk, Sehgal R REHETE IR % ZAE G BAE S RUKHE Rk A7, B2 1987 4F
Wyeth CEIK) Fil Ayerst BIR AR &G, BRI A TFIAG 7 8L, 1988 4E, Sehgal &1t i)
BHEZ, RTEMERKFIFLI4ES:. Sehgal S HIBRTULILE 1% R T HAHURIEIESNE A
FA0I S R G e .

20 1H£2 80 4EARR M [ B e 2], 1983 4EAE ikt (Novartis) 2 H1 & 2 — L+
(Sandoz) 2~ FIWINIAT A 158 1 />4 B RS HE G et 7R 78 5 2K (cyclosporin A), FFARBR A 2 B () 155
PR . SUGIER, 1987 4F H A (Fujisawa) il 25 48 1A AT A L3R GL A9 Streptomyces
tsukubaensis #1713 21 ) 5 2 1 71 FK-506 (181 5), Habi— L5 HMERMFAM. 20 th4 80 4E{LK
HAE) 90 AEARAIH, FK-506 [I3% P 78 56 i, TRERTE 1994 4EE RS 1 AN KA P i S 2 #0774 5% €] FDA
ftite 17, A4 N Tacrolimus (B SE5Ew]D, BWIME IR & B R AR S e, Ja ok e 2 Al
KRG E M. 75 FK-506 YW PERZE IR 7R T, 3 A B A 2400 27 5K A0 24 3 2 S0 o M 2 3
A TIRIERINGER, AATHEWE TR SUBHERI BT & b, il o5 o A 3R IR

FK506

&5 FK506 HitF4E

Fig. 5 Chemical structure of FK506

1998 4 12 H 15 H A% 2 i A1 56 B4 56 U, 78 QA W] 7] S [E FDA 3852 137 24 H11i5 Cnew drug
4112



KRBT K& FMEE

application); 1999 4£ 2 A 1 H, TR RIK1E FDA LGP %% (priority review status), T 7 H
27 Ha@d 7 oPe; 1999 4F 9 H 15 H, BEIEACHAHEMNIGL 7 9MH, HIRAF R 7 FDA IExHt
3C, BEJEEINGE KA E SR AR T %2 4 . 2009 4F 3 GBS (Pfizer) WO, 5155 20
32554 rapamune CERMARS ). sirolimus (P52 ZE]),
2 BREZEMITEY

20 22 80 FARH T A RN B IR E K ANEE AR B , e F AT A% T kAT e - 2 i et A
KAF P HUR Y. UL RT, BIRA R 5 EHME LR (Columbia University) S 1EREAT 1 & iH %
RS EASEIE, DRI T RO B REA e T i 1t . X, JUANANE] s
I AR TR LT A EE 2T LA A 2 NSRRI B FKBP12 Al mTOR (B 6) B O 7t T4 il
FR SRR EAE N, AL 50 E Se ME TR AR 3R AN LRI e At T 8 . M A,
T IHERI st LR AR @ BT EY), AR E 2 MEARNSS, XML
HT 2SR R, BIRHFR T EREREEATAEY) Toriseltemsirolimus (BKHFE/R/ H B ,
CCI-779, B 7>, HFiaITIME, 2007 4E 5 A4 FDA L Aia T B 259, BUE RIRE eSS A 7 (17
fio 2007 4F 11 H#FEX% (European Medicines Agency, EMEA) k. 2010 4Etug H A tbutk, 783 H [H
GMERERFFTUIT (NHD (8B T H Al & Pl I R S0t LEAE JEAT 2 v

SMEIRGERIE (ALEORIE ) SRR BB R RO SR A, ek 2 NERR SN
Hydroxyl group (in red and white), key for making the first generation of rapalogs, pokes out from between the two
El6 THERLEA FKBPI2 () 1 mTOR (&) MEKLEHY
Fig.6 Crystal structure of rapamycin bound to FKBP12 (blue) and its binding domain in mTOR (green)

2014 FEFMERN LN CZS S, BIRKTES 0 T WA NS FINER M St =B
TER, BT AE AR RESR, ILAEAD A 5 05 R AT AR T B e 25 e Bl 2 X W F . Afinitor/
everolimus (K JEZ/Kk4E55iH], RADOOL, Votubia, P& 7) P¥MEikte NG &MMEHERLLUY, &
1t 2004 4 A L AEAE 9 Gz 34 H , Bl J5 7E 2009 4 31 519 BI7E N B 259 ke, FR7E 2010
—2012 53 A AE IR ST IR TR AL 1 2454, 2015 R ke AR T 19 14357,
JCA 2 ) LR . Zotarolimus (Efh3Ew], ABT-578, B 7) &8 IHE & M— N HEAR =4, 2005

FHEEZEHS (Medtronic) &R AE NP SZZE F FI#EH 259036 97 U BR824 (arterial restenosis) .
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Merck (ER75e) A1 Ariad B T A B 7 H % 3R BT A4 ridaforolimus (AP23573, MK-8669, deforolimus,
7) HECZEAE 1 3G PR RS, 5 B T AL SR R 13RI - S B & 1 8 A B R AT A 1LS-920
(WAY-265920, & 7) XSG WIS BB, i o & 48 b R LHE = sk i o5 1 R iR 22
fEFHHE 10, 1LS-920 a7 Sk ik Al 25 H ) | ST PR A6 I R AT 24 7
3 BEMERNERLS

H 1990 S, LLAH e ov m)RE A SR I R A A 2 A6 0 BE T 40 e Py A AR K S AR I8 . X IEIE R
IUAFAE T B0 B P B B AR &R A DA, 8 R T 7 0 2 20T T RN N SR A A LA A U
AN AR R B A K R R — AN B P R B SRR BEORSF Chighly conserved) %:[A.
1991 4, i ELZE/R A% (University of Basel) Michael N. Hall 3% (1953—, [&18) 7EX}7R % i
P RASE BEIR B AL S 03 7 AR 2t e b R L a5 A R A X 20 A KRR A S ) S
WEEAR, G HML R “HMNEZER (target of rapamycin)” 8 TORM ™, Hall 181 F 358 T
2014 E (L fr kA3 (Breakthrough Prize in Life Sciences) il 2014 SERKIM I 72 514> (European
Research Council, ERC) Synergy Grant iff 7t £: %%, Jf-7£ 2014 F4 vF 36 E R #Fi i £+ (Member of the

National Academy of Sciences USA).

zotarolimus ridaforolimus 1LS-920

E7 LMETERSREHTLNRTAABERAIHLFEND

Fig.7 Chemical structures of some rapamycin-based macrolide drugs

B AS 3R IN 2 S5 EIA B K221 Stuart L. Schreiber 3% (1956—, K8), FA4EM e —RIIA
PR BRI RIR I A A5 LA, 20 20 90 4RARES, JFAAFI A /N7 484t (small-molecule probes)
TERTLR, FERZEAYIERINLE] . R0 B 45 77 TS 7 R4 1 A, Al B o Al 2 A 2

(chemical biology) 3% |13 2% % &Hr a1 Az —@), Schreiber Z#2 K% /1T FK-506. 518 Z1E
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FARLHI R 7242, 1994 4F, Schreiber FBAZERHFLENY (mammalian) ZHiffdd & 31 7 TOR A [F I A5
ZH S 44 9 mTOR  (mammalian target of rapamycin, mechanistic target of rapamycin) !, Schreiber
HA% 1995 4 ik 3k E AR b, BRIEERE AW 7 RS — R 514 sk,

Schreiber #(#% 1 Kyriacos C. Nicolaou #(#%4> % 1 2016 £ 1) Wolf 2 (Wolf Prize) #,

B8 Michael N. Hall #3#%. Stuart L. Schreiber ##%#1 David M. Sabatini #i% (\LZZEH)
Fig. 8 Prof. Michael N. Hall, Prof. Stuart L. Schreiber and Prof. David M. Sabatini (from left to right)

JFRAE B T4 B RS SR AR MBS 247U BT (Whitehead Institute for Biomedical Research) #11h 3§ i# %€
HARWFFL AT (Massachusetts Institute of Technology) (1) David M. Sabatini Z(#% (1968—, Kl 8) &I
FHINE XIS AT R A AR (MTOR, RAFTL) B, 2004 4 Michael N. Hall F 7t & 1Y,
mTOR & 2 £ & mTORC1 1 mTORC2 WIE &%), H ¥ mTORCL 2% mTOR. raptor
(regulatory-associated protein of mTOR) A AR E 1, I E =AM A, T mTORC2 i mTOR. rictor
(rapamycin-insensitive companion of MTOR) Z5#B4r 4L, A NAEWS (R HEAR I AEIE A, 7645 mTOR &
HAA A S @ B BT 7L R P B, Sabatini 9 R1BA &I rictor A5 1A 45 41 i B 48 414 1 B,
rictor-mTOR H &1k (MTORC2) el EELHIE I TS S B Akt, Akt I 58 FIHE R A AL
HEEAEET, 6T mTORC2 B2 % (insulind 155 BIME IRttt 47 1 ke 7e R0,

THIHE R 540 T 8 3 FKBP12 (FK506 binding protein 12) F1 mTOR 45 &M E &4, @it
X mTOR IS5 515 SR AT 7T, D] 7 HIAERKEINLE, mTOR REls A Jesb B 25—
B, PR ARREIERR . M. R HR. SR MERE S, W e, /£ mTOR
12 A G (MTORCL M1 mTORC2) fA{E A, A mTORCL X & A% R UK, il il iz E 774
JFAES, #0d mTOR, Ml 7 4ufahdss, Sonthbusistt. [, HMERS%EEN FKBP12
Mg, Hdl 7k B i T 4B, s AL s E InE R ALEH (mTOR) i, Nfe
72 A G AR e O

4 LhiE

BHIMEREEN (TOR) —&H KM, WMol 7Y RN EM, 2010 FHEH (B2 KEWF
N REATHRIWTFEAUE, H IR IEN TOR 15 S BN T3 56 s BA EE R X,
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KERF VAT IR T mTOR Slg R 17 R ST, IFHIA ] 17— R 5IEAPLHAR
HIFI G mTOR M7, B, LT HIAE RS TOR MBF IR T EKH B0, o 2016 4Ei#
DURM AR, B Se BT FE SR T T A B — RAIPUR 2500 e gkt BTy, H iR a2 AU
Fe— R R G AN, e — R 2 IR, W SR E A R TR AR R AR TR E R REIRAFAT LR
O Py AR A DO HEREAT 2R 4 T B 2001 SRS EARHE 1 7 kA I E R, L
BB WERmA . PUNTHRERBIZ . FIRRIZRIIT R AT 4 ZOVREHERERZ) .
IRHLHER TR AR RS — A 440 “ VU2 5] 7. MM B 3 R A 2R JEURHEG A 7 BOR I A 7 it A=
frden, WIHERAAEBOVEN B KNGy, i snBEk.

AR, W T HMERIAHEEMHNERR - BERkAFLE. 2009 6, BEEKGS5ELZH AN
(Barshop Institute for Longevity and Aging Studie) [¥J Randy Strong 53%% . Jackson 525 % (1) David E.
Harrison /N A5 B K 24 2B {1 4382 (University of Michiga, Ann Arbor VA Medical Cente) [f] Richard
A. Mille 5246 5 1k A 8 0 % 3K AT SER/N R i, 0T A BDURREE /N R RESE S 90 A i, 1 (s Ml E
INRAFMIEK T 14%". X UM SCHILE JE S M 70 b R B, T A E5 35 RS 0% U6l 22 UL ek AR 14 A T
JUE Dy R 3B A KSR S, A5 4 A B A28 52 £ 10 BT KB AR, 2014 48, WSR2 7E (REo B4 4L 5 ) (Science
Translational Medicine) FARiH, & 1A% 2 A8 TAR B & F N s RGUNAEN: R M0 KA w2
SRR /R P HE BRI (Alzheimer’s disease) HLAT i TGS THREM™ . EiRk g6 4t Rk R
R AR TR T, HERR TR R RIET TS e .

FRARFINE R ZE RN A ) 2 22 8] — N RIR IS, 2 K B ARG 8 K 10 i e A ALk 9%t SR 1,
RIFEZ A HFEER, MRRWRE SRt O 2 k8L, Ad Bl el IRRAYEN
WU B B ER 22 o A0 20 20 5 31 i A R AR i 24, 78 A 2 3R LT A AR A 1 244X 24 1
MRS L B KRR SR RIS 5 R AT R AR R SR 2 N A — A G s
I EESR, X 7 WH RS 30 P AE AR AT 25 B F OB T8t S 17 H BTRHIT ISR 22 2547 ML R TS 5 34
RIRGAAE A Ti6097, WRENON D TV AT FE R B TR, X RAR 2GRN T 42 [T T
FREBAR IR 500 T A R &, BAT AR BRI F 1 iy 5002

ASRAEHFRE (RRGI 1215 RIS B AR SCRE o B RIET W%, 5k
&
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